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EARLY ARMENIAN PRINTINGS
IN THE NATIONAL AND UNIVERSITY LIBRARY, JERUSALEM

MICHAEL E STONE

In recent years there has been a growth of interest in the gathering
and systematization of information about early Armenian printed books.
This has been marked, among athers, by two publications. The first is 4
Bibliographical Catalogue of Old Armenian Printed Books, published in
Erevan in 1963.' This list, which is a preliminary stage of a broader
project, aims at a complete listing. Therefore, in addition to books from
a number of libraries, both within and outside Soviet Armenia, it includes
books referred to in literary sources but whose actual existence today is
not known. The second publication, a list compiled by Ara Kalaydjian
and published in Sion in 1967 and 1968, presents only the materia's in
the collection of the Gulbenkian Library of the Armenian Patriarchate in
Jerusalem. Since this is a very rich collection of these early printings,
and since Mr. Kalaydjian gives more details than the Erevan list, inclu-
ding a reprinting of colophons and printers’ notes, his work is also an
important contribution to the subject.*

The present writer makes no claims to special expertise in the area
of early Armenian printings. Yet, it is clear that in a field such as Ar-
menian studies, among the responsibilities laid upon a scholar is that of
making public information known to him about available resources — re-
sources of whose existence he alone may be aware. Even the preliminary
announcement of materials is enough to lead the experts to them, and it
is this consideration which has motivated the preparation of the present
list.

The books listed here are all preserved in the Rare Book Room
of the National and University Library in Jerusalem. Following the entries
for each book, the comparative numbers have been recorded according
fo the two lists mentioned above. Although the list is not a long one,
it is hoped that the notification of the presence of these books u{ill be ‘of
help and interest to those engaged in the study ot ear!y Armenian prin-
tings. Following the precedent set by the two lists mentioned above, only

' j efh UwsbGwghswlwmb Soiguly, fdpwypky 2- . Ubwabwh,
bpb wh, ‘!;13-‘ ﬁu;';llll? w:rk l::unmim r:/l:nnl::u to the scholarly literature dealing with each
book, and thersfore thase have not been included in the present list. -

? Borgul b Bhewsmyurulbr benvumgbdp ¢ Yhu gk Gy bub Wmshﬁmqwrm:z.:gz.
'LG Hpefbron 16121800, Up«b (1967), pp. 52-69, 156-170, 253-264, 331-243, H6- 5,
557-568, (1968}, pp. 73-86, 176-190, 264-278, 384-:397. This list u.uof yet c:;:plem;
and in the July - August number of this year (1968) it reached thn publications of the y
1725, Naturally, its numbers could only be recorded as far as this dnte.
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National & University Library

i Ithough the Library
inted before 1800 are mentioned, a '
3:)0:: pl;:;):si :n:t::)ber of books dating from the first part of the nine-

teenth century.®
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Hymnal — 1692, Amsterdam. Title page
} ' Gulbenkian Library
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Y The writer's thanks are due to Mr.
points in the preparation of this list, includi
mary. Thanks are also due to
their help and co-operation .

Ara Kalaydiian for kis “assistance at many
g the translation into Armeni of the Sum-
the authorities of the University and National Library for
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The aumber of pages in this eopy is st variance with that of the lists 4wy lwshy
Scfh Sorguly and Sion, 1967, where a total of 720 pages is ded. An ination of
the book revesls that pp. | - 18 are apparently an Amsterdam printing, pp. 1920 are blank
and on p. 21 starts a different printing altogether. A comparison of pp. 1-18 with those
pages in the copies of the Amsterdam printing of 1692 in the Gulbenkian Library reveals
that they are sot identical. Even though the date i the same, and both are evidently the
work of the same printer and show great similarities, each represents a different setting of
the type. In plates 1 -4 here the title pages and p. 5 of the two printings are shown side
by side, so that the similarities and differencas may be observed. On the subsequent pages
of this first section differences may be observed as to the number of letters per line and
the number of words per page. On the other hand, the illustrations on pp. 4, I1-12, 17-
18 are identical as to their placing , 28 well as being made from the same blocks.

The second part of the book, ecommencing on p. 21 is also a Guruljling (Hymnal),
and it continues from where the first part leaves off. It is quite different from the Amster-
dam printing, bowever, both in type and in style, and has the ornamental borders around the
pages typical of the Constantinople printings. It has far less illustration than the Amsterdam
edition, although some of its plates are inferior copics of those in the Amsterdam text (thus
p. 63, cf. Amsterdam ed. p. 52, p 252, of. Amsterdam ed. p. 219). The present writer did
not succeed in identifying the printing from which this second part of the book is drawn,
A sample of its text is given here (Plate 5).

What is clearly of great interest is the existence of two different printings, both
exccuted in Amsterdam by the same printer in the year 1692 ¢

3. PPR QUSTNNRLUL YUBTEP, SAVERULAUE . Lpsfrnim, wwy. U . by-
J[uu}f:[n ke . lerq.u[t, 1696, 182 £9- PLpp-
Qury Shunnfug Vpap Pwsn . Foegaly, Ppe 167.

4. SOUULPUS Sh/E JUBNE MOTUBLSIAZ B QUPAUSOTTL

Y. Qogpu, 1609, 1= 48 + 1 — 288, + 1T — T0 ky- Ppp.

Suiy Shurnfy Vppp Lwen. Bueguwly, Bl 179 Upntr, 1967, Ppe T0: 48 + 288
= 336 £2-

In addition to the two parts, pp. 1- 48 and | - 288 which are known to the compilers
of the two lists from the copies of the book available to them, the copy here being described
contains & third section. Of this, pages 17-70 are extant. Presumably a first fasicle, of .16
pages, has been lost, and indeed signs of this loss may be observed in the book. The bin-

i hi. is identical with that of the copy in the Gulbenkian Library, and thus
ding ol e Py 1 ident on our ination, of the third section

appears to be original. It shows no sigm, 2 . :
having been sown in at a later date, although an expert analysis might lead to different
results, A le of this additional text, showing the last page of the second section and
p- 17 of the thi:d, ia given in plate 6. The third section is also calenderary in nature.

5. UMLBULIELAY - ShPR SUSUARAELY AP B02F SAVULANUUYE UMY~
PULIELOY . U. Qogpu, g Ppbynp wabe moeb Viewep Uwegrewbish,
1709, 12 + 428 &5

Qury Jbusnpuy Pppl U - neguly, Ple 243+ Upntr, 1968, Phe 94~

4 Concerning this printing see I - & of- Sppprpbut lijnl‘7;1llllpghrlb)lh_ 'H‘;;‘;l“;’
phutGbr Arwswrwihy Qubwbybguo dwchbs, Jwlgb= Bdvophsy o (1960), p. .
and notes 11 and 12 where further bibliography is recarded .
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8. QULAR $LUY. FhPR QUSTARPRULE  BPYLPYL SUPOLNG 4. Quy)n
1719, fdp + &p = 188 + T8 £9.
Qury Qlssafy Gpap Uunn . Bueguly, Fpe 306 Upot, 1968, Fpe 127.
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Hymnal — 1692, Amsterdam .

National & University Library

Observe that the list in Sion, 1968,
ber of pages is there given as “%ily (380),”
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Page 5
Gulbenkiaa Library

p- 389, evidently contains a misprint. The num-
which shoald read “thah {160)."

Y‘.

8. bPUFESULUL,  LrIBBU AR R SARGIAPUMV R, . Vophuy waps Uuene
wurdunmney § . wynubgh, 1724, 528 £p.

4MIJ 4711-0:1[1“( 9'!'#[’ U wsen o BnL,mll , ﬁ[n. 338, U[nﬁl, 1968, p‘[n— 144 .

9. +PNRYY AP YN9p SULUrUY . Y. Vorgpu, 1740
usy {im,m[ml Prep Uana. Boargury, Pl 447.
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The book contains two se, i

T k . parate page numberings with i

papers. The main section, with the title here given, I‘?l‘lll frommlm-.l SI{;;“?(';‘ p t:ml'd o
a second page numbermg. running from 17-144 (pr bly u fuiele. aind Moweld "
has been lost). The tirst line of p. 17 is Sbwnl phy wnuwy k(’-ml fetyrtf. At the ll:p.' oy
and at the end are found fuur sheets of yet a third page numberin bei‘ 5=3 P
60, 69-70 and 75-76." - belng o 5334, 590
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Hymnal — 1692, Amsterdam. Page 21
Natiopal and University Library

10 YNhPR URESIPUL SEUML UEPAG B P40 §- Qb 1740, 388 +
24

Jury Zimipry Ppgh Unse Borgurlys Pl 451

1. eESPAY WrUSMLUSE QpPR UMLRFLARPEUYLS -
Thwphna Frfognubualyg, 1772, 8 + 728 ¥ 3£

‘-'l """‘"’"l "‘f@f Twien « snL’m{‘ p‘[u_ 636 -

d bubmfrly, sy - T

12. ¢PRMAP LUPEYUSE: QrPR ULOPPE : 4. Qmpfuy oy | —— e rTY

1774, Qwwrnp U, 1 - 396 £2, Fhep-

4-‘, 4“"’[Iq ‘I-l-gﬁ Ywsen - ann,mq, p'[n. 662 .

% Concerning this baok see the note in 2w dGwshy Srfh rusbliwg)-wlwd Bueguys

no. 467, p. 112.
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The eopy in the National and University lacks a title page. It has been identified by
comparison with the copies in the Armenian Patriarchate Library. There, as in the Clt‘lo'.u.
published in Armenia, copics are found containing 414 pages, while the copy here being
described containa 396 pages. Like the present volame, one copy ia the Patriarchate Library
also has 396 pages, and this represents Part 1 of the book. Part 3 starts on p. 397.
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Calendar — 1699, Constantinople. Beginning of third section.
National and Uaiversity Library

13- PP LULGYUSD s PPR ULOPEE . . Qnpfu, sy BoSubitdu be Fo
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COMPARATIVE TABLE OF THE NUMBERINGS
Bibl. Catalogue

Our list (Erevan) Sion
1 154 57
2 157 59
3 167 not included
4 179 70
5 243 94
6 306 127
7 325 136
8 338 144
9 447 not yet pub'ished
10 451
1 636
12 652
13 717
14 796
15 831
16 917

du) Lbunnhy Phpfhp
bporuwg bvh Mhvmlub b lwdwjpwpmbh Spugmpubipb fky
Uhfuylty Cupol

U bpghk fwbh fp wuphbbpmb, fuy hbunnhy qhpfpo dunht hp dw-
Gopouphilp wibgudy k pSophln  bpym qluuep abnGwplfbpoc- wewghlp,
etuy LGwmnpy $pfh Vumnblimghnmlu 8nLgulyy , hpuawpmlnibgun 1963-hfi
bpbiw6, pul bphpepyp' eBoigwly i Sppwnnwhupubibp  Gpowwgkdh %
Yhyut Gyt TunbbwgupnGh fwy 4Guahoy $hpfbpov (1512-1800)» 1967-k4
uljubw) |ngu Yp whubl «Uhnsh kg, gwgnppulymb jonnuwdbbpny:

‘Ubphwy Joxplu\lbﬂ LT Ghplujughl gnlsmll p uyf 16 hujbpt8 hplu-
whyGlpel, npnGf Yp wwhouh bpowwgbth  Mbnwfwd b Zedwppupuih
Spugwpubh ugouaghun $hpfhpou UkbbwyhG Ly :‘ U hwdudubny lmb ‘Em‘—
1hl fwGh op Gjwnngmphbibp w)b wupuqubbpn® bpp wwppbpocp o :;rp
Gydwpniwd b bpoghobuy gorguybpoe Ghupwgpmphifibpnd lr[;_ u:i»]“ hq
Gbpywjmgoiny qhpfhpmb dhebt: Phpine wfbikE hhvanfpfpuljwbp, lu:nz_
Gughwnulwl wbuwyknk, Yp hufighuwbing 1692-h (Gbpluj gregulh Pg.bmi
«Gwpuljingsp: Spugwpubh ophfulp hp prmizull Uty llmq\ll"g m?x?r b
gud bplne wnwppbp wymgpnuppliibp . wnughf duup, 'l:g 1-18, \ b;z} i
vdbwl wyugpnipd dpé b, 60736 powwlwlng b 6036 wupugphy
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iG], opndf 4p yhymihf bphrwdh 8orvguwyhl (ppr 157) bt «Uhnlsh 8o~
qulihG (pht B9) dky: Uwlw)l wl wwpphp wyugparp i@ dpd &, byt ap
Yhy kGl bl Uwubfiwgwpubh  ophGuypl hbwn pugpunnp el op gn)g wnp-
e, bt hbwbowpup yhnf © bqpuiuglhy op Udupbpwnunth ¢ty thibngg
wuphf bpljpe myuqpoephbibp juvupniwd b, Gyl wyugphyhl Ynndt
Gpfhé Fpypopy dwup Y. Aopuny wowpulibpae junedy sbhiwwpnud b g
mbh, pupibwy wnbmwd «Gwpulifingst dp:

Sopnuwdhl Ygmuwmd k bpnghobuy bphne gnigullbpnt bu Ghpluy gun-
gubhf hunfind Jub Ut wwmpwnwlp, bv wp ynumd bl \Jbg Guplibp:
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